LFB 7 Work 1o restore
degraded landscapes.

Many of the biodiversity action plan
species and habitats have suifered
because their habitats and areas
have bacome smaller and increasingly
fragmented. Oneg approach being
recommended is & "ciuster approach”
which would bulld on areas that have
good biodiversity. There is a need

for & variety of approaches 1o ensure
the conservation and expansion of
existing habitats and species, and
work to iry to make the landscape
less hostile to wildife. These can

be achieved through the Agri
Environment schemes - for example
work on arable margins and hedges
to improve “connectivity” of habitats.

LFB 8 Work to connect
and extend identified
fragmented habitats.

There is often a high biodiversity
value 1o some of the smaller areas of
land surrounding and within
settlements. These are often areas of
land wnder [ocal or public ownership.
They provide a focus for people to
get involved in improving their local
environment, and can give wildlife
gains dispropartionate to their size,

LFB 9 Encourage communities
to creats and maintain
biodiversity in small areas
such gs greens, gardens,
village ponds, roadside
verges and churchyards.
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Integrated Guidance

Much of the work to improve
landscape and hiodiversity in the
valley should begin with a good
baseline of understanding of what

is there. This work can then be used
to produce guidelines for the valley,
which are reflective of the locality and
enable the valley to accommodate
sensitive change.

The nationally accepted approach
to landscape understanding, and
one which maost focal authorities are
using, is the Landscape Character
Assessment (LCA) approach. It is
important that we tie in the larger
scale LCA work that has already
been carried out by some of the
local authorities covering the valley,
into the proposed Leve! 3 {parish
lsvel} assessment for the valley in
order to get a consistent and
thorough approach.

LFB 10 Ensure consistent decision
making and advice by
using integrated guidelines
developed from a
Landscape Character
Assessment (LCA) for
the valley.

In order to understand and Inform
conservation work, development
decisions ete, we also need a good
understanding of the species present,
the range of archaeological sites and
deposits present, some indication of
their numbers and whether they are
declining/deteriorating or not. This
information can be cross-referenced
to other environmental data to fully
understand the valley environment.

I.F8 11 Devsiop monitoring
schemes to assess
changes in the condition
of the AONB and the Stour
Valley, ideally keaping
comprehensive and
up-to-date county based
biological and historic
environrment records.
Local people will be
encouraged to become
involved in recording.




2.4 Settlements and People

Community Needs
and Services

in commeon with many rural areas,
the Dedham Vale and Stour Valley
has lost some of its local amenities
such as shops, pubs and post
offices. Pecple's ease of access to
services such as transport, health,
employment and training Is mixed.
Many people who do work in the
valey, in lower paid employment,
live outside the area.

The area has high housing costs,
leading to the area becoming a very
exclusive one. it is widely accepted
that thera is a need for more
affordable housing in the vallsy,
particularly in the AONB. This will
need support and will not necessarily
be financially sustainable. There is

a requirement for housing needs
surveys to be carried out in individual
communities io assess the need for
housing and the demographic profile
of the community, Any affordable
housing development would need

to be of the highest quality to meet
landscape and sustainability criteria,

There are a number of large
developments proposed which,
although outside the valley, are likety
to result in pressure for & significant
amount of additional housing in the
wider region: for example, Stansted
airport expansion and the M11
corridor growth area, This pressure
will have impact on housing supply
and developrment in the valley.

5P 1 Ensure that housing policies
and provision, including
affordable housing, reflect
the particular needs of the
Stour Valley communities.

It is important that local people and
stakeholders are fully involved in the
forward planning for their arga and

can come up with solutions to quality
of life issues in thelr community, whilst
respecting the special environment

in which they iive. It is particularty
important to engage vounger people
and those who work in the area but do
riot live in the valley; these groups have
not always been heard in the past.

SP 2 Encourage local people to be
fully involved in all decision
making locally and ensure
their visws are valued.

in order to maintain vibrant anc
diverse local communities, there
needs to be full understanding of the
neads of a particular village, and work
to gain a consensus on community
led solutions. One way of fostering
this involvement is the Vital Villages
programme approach from the
Countryside Agency. Retaining and
extending essential services can help
o maintain the social diversity of the
area, meaning all sectors of the
community have access to services.

SP 3 Support the retention and
extension of village services.




The Local Economy
(other than agriculture)

The economy is, of course, one

of the vital elements of achieving
sustainability in the Stour Valley.
l.ocally this shouid be based on more
than just the agricultural and tourism
sactors. Local empioyment and
husinesses are required to support
local people and services.

5P 4 Encourage and promote the
deveiopment of small-scale
businesses {using technology
such as Broadband) that
make a contrbution to the
valley economy and its
environiment, particularly
where these use important
redundant buildings (see
policy LFB AZ2),

The development of new or existing
businesses in the valley should not be
permitted to override environmental
considerations. Sustainability should
be key. This is particularly pertinent in
the AONB where the proiection of
natural beauty will be paramount.
National planning policy guidance
gives particular guidance on major
developments, bringing AONBs in lire
with National Farks.

SP 5 Ensure that any businass
related development brings
economic benefits to the local
area and does not adversaly
afiect the high environmental
value of the area.

A Sustainable Tourism Action Plan
was produced for the Dedham and
East Bergholt “honey pot” area of the
AONB in 1999 (see Enjoyving the Area
section). This is due to be reviewed
and its good practice and ways of
working will be extended to cover the
whole AONB. It is hoped that tourism
partners from the Mid and Upper
Stour will be engaged to work on
action plans for the valley as a whole.

SP 6 Ensure that any tourism
development in the area
meets sustainable tourism
principles.
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Infrastructure

in recent years one of the biggest
pressures on the landscape,
particuiarly on the AONB, has

been the many applications for
telecommunications masits in the
area. This is a national issue, and
will be best addressed by seeking
national policy and adopting national
best practice. This particular pressure
also highlights the vuinerability of the
houndary area. Masts or other
development just outside the AONB
can still have significant landscape
impact on the AONB. We wilt work
o raise awareness of and tackle this
issue with our national colleagues.

SP 7 Work with the national
agencies (e.g. AAONB) and
iocal planning authorities
to produce consistent and
robust policies regarding
the placing of
telecommunications masts
within the AONB and the
wider valley, and the removal
of redundant masts.

Other public infrastruciure
developments have also had a
growing impact on the valley
environment, Overtead wires (for both
power and telecommunications) have
a landscape impact; there are options
to put some of these underground —
however there would be major cost
implications. The national targets to
increase the amount of renewable
energy generated may also raise
some landscape issues in the vallay,
for example wind turbines.

The partnership should encourage
joint working on these issues 1o
ensure a consistent approach and
the possibility of supplementary
planning guidance in this area.

5P 8 Reduce the impact of light
pollution and intrusive
infrastructure on the valley
landscape, particuiarly
within the AONB.




Appropriate design
and development

The Dedham Vale and Stour Valley
is & special area, which rightly enjoys
a good level of protection and
conservation, however no one
wishes 1o ses the area stagnate and
bhecome preserved. The area must
accommodate sensitive change and
good quality development to meet
future needs. However, the area
should retain its rural character and
resist creeping urbanisation.

Seven iocal planning authorities
and local plans cover the valley.
it is therefore important to ensure
consistency where necessary for
the Valley.

SP 9 The partnership will seek to
inifiate change in planning
policy whers it is needed to
ensure the integrity of the
valley environment.

informed by best practice in other
AONBs and national policy, as well
as local issues, the partnership
shouid have regular contact with
the development control bodies in
the valley. The planning system is
due to change in the lifetime of this
strategy. It is important that the
partnership remains closely involved
and keeps the profile of the area high
as Local Development Frameworks
are developed.

SP 10 The special nature of the
AONB and valley landscape
will be recognised within
local plans and development
frameworks and promoted
to Councillors and
Officers involved in
development control.

Much of the attractivengss and
significance of the valley is rooted
in the mediaeval settlements, listed
huildings and heritage features.
Their retention and protection is
crucial to the overall landscape
quality. Care is necessary with
development as it can affect the
buildings and features directly, or
their setting. Many of the villages in
the valley have consgervation areas,
which protect the historic core.
There needs to be better awareness
amongst stakeholders of the links
bstween the historic features of the
valley and the landscaps.

5P 11 Improve the management
of listed buildings and
heritage features in the
valley, io ensure their
long-term protection.
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2.5 Enjoving the Area

Access and activities

(NB. River recraation is dealt with in the River and
its tributaries chapier of this strategy)

The Stour valley is an ideal area for
guiet informal countryside recreation.
In AQNBs recreation is a secondary
purpose of designation, but the Vale
has long been g favourite area of
countryside for people to enjoy.
People come to see the views and
landscape made famous by John
Constabie and other artists in an area
that is near to many large population
centres. Regular visitors ofien come
from the many nearby towns.

Most of the countryside in the valley
is privately ownad and farmed, so the
majority of pecple have io access the
area using rural roads, the public
rights of way nefwork and the river.

The CROW Act gave new rights of
access to common land and open
country: areas of mountain, moot,
heath or down. The drafi maps
showing potential access areas in the
valley wers issued in Autumn 2003
and show common land in the Stour
Valley, but no argas of open country.
Once finalised, access land will he
shown on future maps of the area
and on the ground. Essex and Suffolk
County Councils have also recently
established their Local Access
Forums. The Forums are charged
with advising on the mapping
Process, improving public accass,
and will also be involved in
developing Rights of Way
Improvement Plans.

The Rights of Way network in the
valley is not all cumsntly maintained
to a high enough quality. This is of
particular importance to the most
heavily visited parts of the valley.
There can elso be differences in
standards betwesn the County
highway authorities. There is much
to be done o ensure the networlc

is as accessible as possible and
that problems and obstructions
are dealt with.
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EA 1 Improve the rights of way
network to provide an
integrated network to the
highest standards
recognising the importance
of the area for recraation.

Some users are not well served by
the current netwaork of rights of way,
For example the bridleways in the
area do not link to form a good
network of safe routes for horseriding
or eyaling. Work is needed to assess
safe routes for cyclists 1o use both
for recreation and as a mode of
transport. There is scope for some
local cycle hire and this is being
investigated at Manningtree Station,
Promoted cycling rautes are of
varying quality both in term of

eaflets and in their signage.

There are a number of promoted
walking routes through the valley,
notably the 60-miie Stour Valley
Path and some shorter circular
walks. These need a higher profile
and 1o be maintained to an excellent
level, so they provide good options
for public access.

Improvements have been made to
popular routes in terms of making
them more sccessible, such as
replacing stiles with kissing gates.
More could be done without
changing the rural character of such
routes. In some areas of the valley
there is little access 1o the rverbank.
It will not be appropriate to strive to
open up access to all sections of the
riverbank, as this would not always
be compatible with wildiife or the
tranquillity of some stretches,

The new Agri Environment schemes
will provide opportunities to add to
the existing access sites in the area,
by rmaking full use of the access
options with the co-operation of
landowners. Landowners have a
positive role to play in enhancing the
rights of way network and providing
new access opportunities.




EA 2 Pursue opportunities to
increase quiet informal
public access 1o enjoy the
area, in keeping with
maintaining the franquillity
of the valley. Address the
current iow level of provision
for disabled people, horse
riders and cyclists and take
action to investigate
opportunities such as
riverbank access and quiet
lanes. Becreational uses
and activities that are
incompatible with objectives
for the valley anvironment
will be discouraged.

Communication with and between
recreation users in the valley is not
currently well developed. There are
some recreational activities that can
conflict with one another in some
situations, for example walking and
angling, cycling and horseriding.
Thera may be conflict between the
landscape, natural beauty and wildlife
aspects of the area and increasing
aceess. Better communication and
understanding is required,

EA 2 Encourage sustainable
aceess to the area and
greater co-operation and
communication between
people to resolve any
conflicts (perceived or
actual) in recreation usage
of the area.

Relative tranquillity is still a feature of
the area, despite some disturbance
from overflying aircraft and road
noise. The CPRE have produced
national maps of tranquil areas, and
the Stour Valley shows as one of the
precious few quiet pockets in the
south sast and east of England.

One of the major threats to this
tranquillity is the growth in gir travel,
air traffic routes over the valley and

in particular current and future growth
of Stansted airport. The Aviation
White Paper published in December
2003 proposes the construction of

a second runway at Stansted Airport,

There are a number of noisy sports
and recreational pursuits that may
not sit comfortably with the
environment and in particular with the
tranquillity

of the area.

EA 4 Maintain the tranquillity of

the area, particularly the
nationally important AONB,
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Visitors and Tourism

The area is wall visited with particular
villages and attractions that are
“honey pot” sites, This is particutarly
g0 in the AONB, known as
“Constable Country™. Tourism to this
area is a very important part of the
local economy. Increasing tourism
business should not be seen as the
oniy option for the ecanomy, nor will
it il the income gap on its own from
the decline in farming.

Qver the years the volume of visits
to the area has been the subject of
media coverage and controversy.
Howevar, in ganeral it is the way

people travel to and around the area
that could be potentially damaging
o the landscape and environment
rather than the numbers of pecple
themselves, The area will always
afiract visitors, indeed the area is an
important part of the nation's cultural
heritage. However there are ways to
ensure that what people have come
o see is ensured a long-term future.
Sustainable tourism should balance
the needs of:

Comrmunity -~ ensuring that a sense of
community identity is maintained
rather than overwhelmed by lourism
Environment — ensuring that the
sssential elements of what people
have come {o see is protected

Economy ~ ensuring that businesses
stay in business (including non-
tourism businesses) and are not
disadvantaged by tourism.

This approach is broadly accepted
and applied o rural fourism.

We shouid actively be seeking
sustainable tourism in the special
environment of the Stour Valley, and
the AONB should be setting a high
standard of sustainable tourism.

E& 5 Act to encourage tourism
{0 become morg sustainable,
bringing more benefiis 1o
and minimising any negative
impacts on the vallay.




The auea will always
aﬁrac?t visitors, indeed
the ar%ea is an important
part uf the natior's

cultural heritage.

Since 1998, the Constable Country
Visitor Management Group has been
working together, and in consultation
with local peaple and businesses,

to tackle some of the vigitor issues

in the area of the AONB {0 the east
of the A12. The Sustainable Tourism
Action Plan was produced In 1999
and has achieved a great deal and
has improved communications and
knowledge about visits to the area.

Work is nesded 1o investigate tourism
o the other parts of the AONB and
the valley, and 1o spread good
practice and ways of working.

There is not the intention to initiale

a blanket policy to disperse or

spread tourism from the “hot spots”,
but sorme {ourism options in other
parts of the valley rnay be appropriate
if specifically and carefully rnarketed.

{The Constable Country Visitor
Management group is a working
group of local authority tourism
officers (4), the East of England
Tourist Board, the National Trust,
and the Dedham Vale and Stour
Valley Countryside Project.)

EA G Continue to use the
Constable Country Visitor
Management Group and
local expertise o review the
Sustainable Tourism Action
Plan {1999) to guide the
management of fourism
and recraation in the AONB.
Consider using this
co-ordinated approach
to tourism and promotion
in other parts of the valley.

Interpretation, Promotion
and Education

The future for the environment of
the AONB and the Stour Valley is
only assured if people are informed
about, aware of and value its special
qualities. The area needs to be
championed at all levels and to

a wide variety of audiences.

EA 7 Raise awareness of the
importance and special
gualities of the AONB and
Siour Valley to visitors,
communities and businasses,

All the partnership bodies who have a
staka in the Stour Valley use a vast
range of methods of communication.
We do not necessarily seek a uniform,
hranded approach, however the
message about the area’s erwircnment
should be clear and up front.

EA 8 Al information, promotion
and interpretation about the
AQONB and the Stour Vallay
should highlight its special
anviroriment and how to enjoy
it in a more sustainable way,
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2.6 'T'he River and its tributaries

‘The functioning river

The River Stour forms the backbone 1o
the area and its landscape. Protection
of this water resource is central to the
health of the landscape, the ecosystem
of the highly designated estuary areas
downstream and the communitles to
the south of the valley who rely upon
the Stour for their drinking waler.

Given this importance it is imperative
that we should aim for the highest
standard for the river. It could become
a demonstration area for the region
for best environmental practice, which
in the AQNB would demonstrate the
commitment by relevant authorities

fo the AONB. This is defined by the
CROW Act 2000,

BT 1 Manage the River Stour
catchment and in particular
the AONB as an area of best
environmental practice,
exceeding minimum
compliance levels.

The strategies and policies that
dictate the management of the
Stour catehment are changing.
The Enviranment Agency now
prioritise their work using the
“Local Contributions” approach.
This approach looks at what the
Environment Agency are doing on
the ground in order to meet their
ervironmental vision. The setting of
these priorities and production of
the Local Contributions will involve
stakeholders,

The Water Framework Diractive
(WFD) is the mast significant piece

of European water lagislation for over
20 vears. It will rationalise and update
axisting legislation and replacea five
existing directives. The Diractive
applies to all surface frashwater
bodies, groundwaters, estuaries and
coastal waiters ot to ane mile from
low water — embodying the concept
of integrated river basin management.
By taking an inclusive approach to
managing water the Directive aims to:
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+ Prevent further deterioration
and protect and enhance the
status of aquatic ecosystems
and associated wetlands -
and crucially develop water
quality standards ~ defining
“good guality”

+ Promote sustainable
waler consumption

+ Progressively reduce or phase out
discharges, emissions, and losses
of priority substances and priority
hazardous substances.

* Progressively reduce the pollution
of grolndwater

+ Confribute to mitigating the effects
of flcods and droughts

The WFD will have implications for all
those whose business activities
directly or indirectly affect the water
ervironment - including agriculture,
The Directive wil also be refevant to
local authorities, agencies and
environment groups with a role in the
management of the weater
environment. The timescale for
implementation is that once River
Basin Districts are identified and
assessed, issues and objectives
stated there will be a draft River Basin
Management Plan in 2008, This will be
enacted between 20039 and 2012, and
reviewed by 2015, Once the local
impiications of the WFD are fully
understoad, there Is likely to be a role
for the Dedham Vale and Stour Valley
Partnership in implementing it. The
timetable for delivery should coincide
well with the review of this
Management Strategy. However, in the
next 5 vears we need o be informed
about WFD and find out if the Stour
catchment couid be used ag case
stucly, as there is such a history of
successiul joint working in the valley.

HT 2 Usa the “Local Contributions™
approach to involve local
interests to develop policies
and practices. There will be
full involvernent in the first
stages of local implementation
of the Water Framework
Directive.

Protection of this
water resource is
central 1o the health
of the landscape




There has been a good record of
careful consideration of the impact
of any works on the river, However,
the form of the river channal is highly
changed from its original siate,

in many cases for good reason.
There are opportunities to improve
and restore some stretches of the
river and the fioodplain, for example”
off channel wetland sites such as
ancient mergs, and meadows along
the valley, Schermnes such as this
wolld reguire a high level of
stakeholder commitmeant,
negotiation and funding.

In the more immediate term there

needs 10 be continuing good dialogue

and communication regarding the
more routing schemes.

The river and its tributaries are
home to many important biodiversity
action plan species. Some of these
are threatened by the spread of
non-native or invasive species.

This neads to be monitorad (in line
with the biolegical recording policy
in landscape, farming and
biodiversity), and action taken to
siem these problems,

RT 3 Design channel maintenance
and flood management
works 1o minimise negative
impacts on the ecology,
hydrology, landscape
character, archasological
sites and deposits, people
and property of the river,
whilst providing adequate
standards of flood defence.
Take opportunities to enhance
the bicdiversity and landscape
of the river carridor.

As detailed in the Landscape,
Farming and Biodiversity chapter
of this Sirategy, the ESA scheme
has done much to promote the
creation and retention of grassland
in the floodplain. This has great
wildlife and landscape benefits,
but also provides for flood storage
capacity in the valley. The possible
impact of ¢limate change on the
satchment is beginning to be feit,
with some projonged flooding
incidents in recent years, With the
forthcoming charge in the DEFRA
Agri-Environiment schemes there is
an important opportunity to target
this fopic.

RT 4 Take all steps to maintain and
where possible restore the
floodplain, and encourage
continued financial support for
floodplain grassiand and the
nossibility of financial support
for flood storage provision.

With the increasing concern over
flooding in the valley and the fiture
possible effscts of climate change the
Partnership is particularly keen that a
strong line is reiterated on floodplain
development. This accords with the
Environment Agency’s own policy,
planning policy guidance note 25 and
most of the local plans. The surface
water run off in the valisy from any
increase in built development should
be dealt with using Sustainable Urban
Drainage Systems.

RT5 Adopt consistent policies to
ensure that built development
will not be parmitted on the
floodplain except in the most
appropriate cases.




There are some areas in the valiey,
for example Glemsford Pits SS9,
where the water level is crucial to

the health of the site. In some cases the
water level has been held by struciures

upstream which may ba subject to
changes in maintenance responsibility.
Other sites, particularly in the Upper
Staur, are vulnerable 1o borehale
extraction fram the chalk aquifer.

RT & Wanage the river, structures
and abstraction io minimise
damage to areas of high
conservation velue that are
vilinerable to fluctuations in
river and water table level,

Water Quality and Quantity

The water guality of the River Stour
has increased considerably in the
past decade. However there are still

improvements to be made. The whole

catchment now falls within a Nitrate
Villnerabie Zone. The new Higher
Level Scheme of the Agri
Environment Schemes will include a
resource protection option that aims
to minimise diffuse pollution and soil
erosion from agriculture,

BT 7 Continue to reduce levels of

river pollutanis in compliance

with EU Directives.

it is very apparent that most
stakeholders in the valley have a
limited awareness of the
improvernents in water quality in
the river. There is also a lack of
understanding about the availability

of water — particularly as the summer

flow is boosted by the Ely Quse 1o

Essex Transfer System. There is work

to be done {0 get the message
across more effectively.

HT 8 Ralse public awarengss and
understanding of water
guaility and quantity issues,
and encourage wider
dialogue between local
interests and the water
regulators and providers,
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The Stour Valley falls within one of
the driest areas of the UK. There are
many pressures on the waler supply
- predominantly for crop imgation
and to supply drinking water for the
increasing number of households in
Essex and North London. There are
also housing pressures in the Upper
Stour being near the Siansted, M11
and Cambridge growth area. Water
abstraction is due for a fundamental
review in the form of a Catchment
Abstraction Management Strategy
{CAMS). Publication of the North
Essex CAMS, which will cover the
Siour Catchment, is anticipated
hetween Jan 2007 and March 2008.

HT 2 Ensurse the interests of the
valley and the AONB are
properly represented during
the Catchment Abstraction
Management Strategy
(CAMS) consultation process
for North Essex.




The Ely Ouse (o Essex
Transfer Scheme (EOQOETS)

The Ely Quse to Essex Transfer
scheme {EQETS) was buiit following
the Ely Ouse Essex Water Act 1968,
The scheme was promoted as a way
to transfer surplus water from the Ely
Ouse in the Fens o the headwaters of
Essex rivers, in order to ease problems
in water supply to development and
an increasing population in South
Essex in the 1970s.

The water in the eastern part of the
Ely Quse catchment would ctherwisea
be lost to tidal waters and the Wash.
From Feltwall, Norfolk, & 20km tunnel
fakes the water 10 Kennett, it is then
put into a 14.3km pipeling to the
River Stour at Kirtling Green,
Cambridgeshire. At Wixoe, further
down the Stour, some of this
additional water ts pumped out and
over 0 the Hiver Pant. At Stratford St
Mary the water is pumped out of the
river and over to Abberion raservoir,
south of Colchester.

Qver the time of its operation the
scheme hag been closely studied,
particularly for the impact that this
water has on the water guality in the
Stour, The information from the
studies Is available for inspection at
the Environment Agency but has not
been widely available.

RT 10 Ralse awareness of the
operation and impacts
of the current Ely Ouse
transfer scheme.

Essex and Suffolk Water Company
now wish to increase the quantity of
water transfarred into the Stour using
the EOETS, in order to provide for
further increases in demand for
drinking water. Their proposals will be
subject to an Erwvironmental Impact
Assessment. Concerns have been
raised about the proposals, partly
because of the lack of understanding
of the existing scheme.

RT 11 Involve local interests in
the consultation process
1o determine whether
proposed changes o the
Ely Ouse transfer scheme
are acceptable, particularly
in the AONB, and ensure
that afternatives are
fully investigated.

River use

In 17085 an Act of Parliament made
the River Stour navigable from
Brantham to Sudbury {23.5 miles).
The navigation was used for
commercial traffic for over 200 years,
The navigation company ceased to
exist by 1937, After that date many
changes were made to the river to
accommodate water abstraction,
land drainage and flocd defence.

In 1977 Anglian Water Authority
became the navigation authority for
the river and confirmed the public
right of navigation on the river.

The Ervironment Agency s now
the navigation authority.

The use of the river is subject to
bvlaws. Between Brundon Mill and
Ballingdon Bridge, and Henny Sluice
and Cattawads, the bylaws restrict
the use of the navigation to manual
or sail propulsion except for craft
operated by the River Stour Trust

ar riparian owners, of the type in
use on 25 October 1982,

In 2000 a Feasibility Study into the
future management of the navigation
was jointly commissioned, to look at a
nurmber of Options for the future of the
navigation, interpreted as five design
cases. Thasea ranged from minimum
action to full restoration of through
navigation to the sea, The Environment
Agency consulied on the study
findings in Spring/Summer 2002,

The Dedham Vale and Siour Valley
Jaint Advisory Committee responded
to the Environment Agency's
consultation, supporting Option 1.

Informed by the consultation
responses they announced their
decision on the future of the
navigation in February 2003. Their
policy decision was:

"to support development of the river
for use by light craft, that is tuse by
canoes, small sailing craft and rowing
hoats, During consultation this was
known as Option 2. It is envisaged
that this clevelopment will inciude
improvernents to cance portage to
improve passage around siuices and
weirs, other improvements might
include skpway facilities to improve
access to the river”.

The Agency also agreed in principle
that & further study into the possible
options for further development of the
river for use by steam or electrically
powered craft would he desirable,
This was additional to the original
options presented in the consultation
report.

RT 12 Management of the River
Stour navigation should be
guided by “Option 27 of the
Feasibility Study.




2.7 Traffic and "Iransport

Strategic transport planning

In common with many rural areas in
the UK, the biggest problems are the
increase in fraffic and growing car
dependency. These can cause decline
in the ervironment and also social
axclusion of some communities.

Highway managemsnt in the Stour
Valley is split between the Essex and
Suffalk county highway authorities;
Colchester Borough Council deliver
some highway functions in its area on
behalf of Essex County Council, The
Highways Agency is responsible for
the A12 {a trunk road). The two county
councils have a long history of llaison
on border issues; however there is still
& lack of consistency in some areas,
for exampie their policies on tourist
(brown) signing in the AONB.

Public transport also requires better
co-ordination; the services ancl
timetabling could improve for both
residents and visitors.

TT 1 Harmonise transport policies
and sarvices between Suffolk
and Essex to provide high
quality integrated transport
for the area with particular
regard to the nationally
impaortant AQONB.

The A12 has a major impact on the
Dedham Vaie AONB where it crosses
the county boundary. There has
recantly been a London 1o Ipswich
Multi Modal Study report (LOIS)
covering the A2 through the AONE.
The report developed & range of
short, medium and long term
recommendations for implementation,
In the report the Colchester to
Ipswich section of the A12 has been
suggested for longer-term (i.e. after
2015) capacity improvements.

30 Dedham Vale ADNE & Stour vatey

The Secretary of State is not asking
the Highways Agency to prioritise
work on this at this stage and
acknowiedges that it raises
snvironmental issues. In his response
1o the study in July 2003 he states
that the government remains
cammitted to the policy presumption
against new or expanded transport
infrastructure that will adversely affect
srvironmentally sensitive areas and
sites, except where there is an
overriding public interast in the
development proceeding.

in the shorter term, the parinership
should improve its links with the
Highway Agency for ongoing works.
TT2 Minimise the impact of the
A12 irunk road on the special
cualities of the AONB,
involving local interests

in decision making.

In recent years Suffolk County
Council have developed Local
Transport Action Plansg, a method

of consulting the cormmunity for
transport solutions in particular areas.
Cne of these was commissioned for
2001 for Sudbury and Great Cornard.
It concluded that a bypass was
rneeded in addition to traffic
managemeant and sustainable
transport measures, in order to
reduce traffic in the rnost sensitive
areas of the town. The result of the
process was the chosen option —
“The A131 Sudbury \Western Bypass
and related measures”.

The partnership and the Project were
involved in commenting on the
options put forward. The Dedham
Vale and Stour Valley Countryside
Project team &lso provided some
detail to the consultants on the
giwironmental considerations of

the various route options.

The Joint Advisory Commitiee was
concerned about the impact of the
proposed scherme on the landscapea
and environment of the valley, and
worked through the Project to
suggest options and route alignments
with the lowast possible
environmental impact.

in Dacember 2003 the Department
for Transport turned down the bypass
scheme for funding. There is therefore
unlikely o bg any progress on the
construction of a bypass for the
lifetime of {his strategy.

There are no other “live" proposals
for road construction in the valley,
however should any arise the
Partnership would expect close
involvement,

TT3

involve local interests and
take account of the special
qualities of the valley in traffic
management and any road
davelopment proposals.




Managing local transport

The key mathod for planning and
influencing local transport is through
the Local Transport Plans (LTP -
five-year plans for transport in each
aounty. These plans are
complementary 1o, and take account
of, land use planning and strategic
planning. Annual Progress Reports
are produced on the implementation
of the LTP. New LTPs are due in
2006, it is therefore timely to ensure
that the Stour Valley area is well
represenied in the new plans.

The AQNB should be particularly
considered in the new plans, with
targeted approach to the transport
issues in the area.

TT 4 Treat the AONB as a
priority rural area and
recoghise the importance
of the AONB in the transport
planning process.

Many of the commiunities in the
Stour Valley are particularly
concerned about the impact of
through freight traffic on the valley's
roads, whilst recognising the
economic requirement for these
vehicles. Protection for the rural roads
from damage can begin to urbanise
their appearance. Particuiarly
vulnerable are the historic sunken
lanes a special features of the area.

TT5 Minimise the adverse
impacts of HGV and
agricultural vehicles on
the roads of the ADNB
and the Stour Valley,

In order to retain iocal distinctiveness
and a high quality erwvironment for the
AONB and the Stour Valley, it is vital
that highways works are sensitive 10
these issues. Design guidelines have
been prepared by both authorities to
attempt to address this issue,

(The Suffolk Countryside Manual
and the Essex Rural Strategy

~Transpott section) The documents
recognise that universal engineering
solutions are not always desirable or
appropriate. The CROW Act requires
highways authorities {as public
bodies) to have regard 1o the AONB
in particular,

TT 6 Comply with existing
guidance to ensure
highway works, siructures
and maintenance are
appropriate to the area.
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In previous consultation work in the
valiey, traffic-related issues have
usually been raised as the issue

of greatest concern to local people.
These include speed, rat running,
proliferation of signage and
congestion from on-street parking.
In the visitor “honeypot” areas, when
conhgestion preblems oceur, it is not
the number of people visiting that
cause concern but the cars in which
the majority travel,

TT 7 Sustainable transport
solutions are reguired to
minimise the dangers of fraffic
on local populations in traffic
hotspots and visitor areas.

It is imperative that when any type of
development is proposed in the area,
the fransport implications for the
environment are considerad. This is
particularly important far farm
diversification and redundant building
proposals. There is also potential for
adverse iraffic impacts from
developments just on or over the
boundary of the AONB and valley area,

TT 8 Give serious consideration
to the transport implications
of development proposais
in the valley 1o protect the
rural character of the minor
raad network.

Public transport

The mixed tevels of public tfransport
pravision for the Stour Valley are in
common with many vural areas. This
makes it difficult to make sustalnable
travel choices. In some areas, bus
services have improved with
rasources from the Rural Bus
Challenge, Parish and Rural Transport
Grants. Priority is given o introduce
alternative subsidised services for bug
routes where commercial companies
no longer wish to run them.

Rail provision in the valley is limited to
Manningtree, which lies on the
intercity London ~ Norwich line, and
the Marks Tey {0 Sudbury branch
line, which has a station at Bures in
the valley. This branch line is known

A8 Dedham vale AONE & Stowr valley

as the Gainsborough Line and is part
of the Essex and South Suffolk
Community Rail Fartnership (CRP).
The Dedham Vaie and Stour Valley
Project team is working with the CRP
10 develop use of this line.

It is noted that there is to be a
feasibility study into the possibility of
renewing the Sudbury to Cambridge
railway ling, which formerly went
through the Stour Valley.

It is impartant that any future
improvernents in transport schemes
in the valley integrate with one
another and enable linkage with
oyaling and walking. Thig is
particularly important for providing
vigitors to the area with alternatives
to exploring the area by car. Particular
attention should be given to providing
visitor-orientated schemes in the
Dedham and East Bergholt area, and
making more of Manningtres Station
as a gateway to the AONB.

TT9 Improve public fransport
setvices for valley
communities and visitors,
and work to ensure bettar
integration of all modes

of transport.

It may not be appropriate or realistic
for every valley community to have
a regular scheduled bus service.
Alternative community fransport
schemes and innovative schemes
tailored 1o local neads may be more
appropriaie to their specific negdls.
The transport and access neads

of the communities should he
ascertained using consultation
methods such as parish plans.

Cycling and walking need to be seen
as credible methods of transpart in
addition to being a recreational option.
The pravision of cycleways in parts of
the area would assist safer cycling.

Cycling and walking need
to be seen as credible |
TT 10 Encourage the development methods of transport in
of community transport
schemss and cycling and

walking provision to integrate
with public transport services.

acldition to being a

recreational option.




6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

6.6

BABERGH LOCAL PLANALTERATION NO 2 (2006)

This chapter combines the separate chapters of *Countryside” and “Rural
Community and Economy” contained in the Babergh Local Plan
Alteration No.1.

The Babergh District contains:

. parts of two Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty;

. extensive Special Landscape Areas;

*  large tracts of high quality agricultural land;

*  major parts of the Suffolk River Valleys Environmentally Sensitive
Area;

. a wealth of important natural habitats; and

*  arich heritage of historic buildings, especially farm buildings, and
archaeological features.

The Babergh countryside has undergone rapid change in recent decades
and is under threat from a number of sources such as:

*  continued changes in farming practices and management;
*  new and existing development;

. visitor pressure and traffic generation; and

. lack of appropriate management.

There has been a long-term decline in agriculture and related
employment. In most rural communities, the number of such job
opportunities are few and continue to decline. Tourism can create jobs
and contribute to the economy.

There is a shortage of low-cost housing and this particularly affects
young and elderly people, Many settiements have an clderly age
structure. Some people suffer because public transport giving access to
work and services is poor or non-existent. Public services continue to
decline and disappear. In some communities the last local shop has closed
leaving no source of basic provisions.

Government initiatives have been introduced to try to stimulate the

rural economy in the light of agricultural surpluses, reform of the EU
Common Agricultural Policy and declining agricultural employment.

Chapter 6

Countryside
and the Rural

Economy
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6.7

6.8

6.9

6.10

6.11

One of the main issues facing the District Council is to protect the
character of the countryside while still allowing diversification in the
rural economy.

This chapter contains many new policies reflecting recent changes o
Planning Policy Guidance and Government and European legislation. It
also secks to bring the Local Plan up to date with Best Practice Advice.

1. To protect and, where possible, enhance the
countryside, taking account of its natural beauty and
features of archaeclogical or historic interest,

2. To make the countryside more accessible to the public,
where this is consistent with the need to protect
agricultural fand and areas of wildlife importance.

3. To provide housing to meet local neads through the
application of the Local Plan housing policies and the
District Council’s role as an enabler in housing provision,

4, To encourage the rural economy through the
diversification and sensible re-use or conversion of rural
buildings.

5. Toencourage new initlatives for rural enterprises.

6. To encourage a community-based approach to rural
problems.

Government guidance to local authorities in recent years has given
increasing weight to the need to protect the natural environment, in
terms of the quality of the landscape, and the conservation and
enhancement of wildlife habitats and species (biodiversity). Such
guidance also recognises the need to sustain the character and diversity
of the countryside and to promote diversification of traditional rural
economies.

PPG12: Development Plans emphasises the role of the planning system,
and particularly plans such as this one, in ensuring that development
and growth are sustainable and that environmental issues and priorities

are taken into account. The new PPS12: Local Development Frameworks‘

reaffirms this message.

PPS7: Sustainable Development in Rural Areas and PPS89: Biodiversity
and Geological Conservation, are of particular importance in providing
Government guidance relevant to this chapter.

" BABERGH LOGAL PLAN ALTERATION NO 2 (2006}




6.12

6.13

6,14

6.15

6.16

Regional Planning Guidance for East Anglia (RPG6) makes it clear
that all important aspects of the countryside, including individual
teatures, special sites and the wider landscape, should be protected for
their own sake. It states that Development Plans should include policies
consistent with sustainable development principles which:

. build on the strengths of rural areas by encouraging business
development;

. support the expansion and establishment of businesses that can
undertake much of their activity using information technology;

*  promote farm diversification appropriate to the environmental
and ecological setting, in particular, uses that support the local
economy through increased employment;

*  support the viability of rural communities by promoting housing
schemes for local needs and the retention of village shops and
services;

*  protect the countryside from inappropriate development, with
priority going to areas that are designated as nationally important;
and

*  protect and enhance local identity and distinctiveness by promoting
patterns of development and designs that draw on local features
of importance, and respect landscape character and setting.

The Suffolk Structure Plan 2001 outlines a2 mumber of aims concerned
with guiding new development and the protection and enhancement of
the natural environment, including landscape, biodiversity and high-
grade agricultural land.

In general, the approach adopted by the District Council towards rural

areas is:

. to co-ordinate policies at the local level;

*  to promote economic development, tourism and other rural
enterprises which are acceptable in planning terms;

. to encourage self-help and voluntary schemes;

. to safeguard public facilities; and

*+  to create a strong rural economy.

The high quality of the English landscape is one of our most precious
national assets. Jt results from the way different components of the
environment — physical, biological and social — interact and are
perceived, Landscape character, as a combination of all these
companents, gives idenn'ty and a sense of place to our surroundings.

The work of Natural England and others (in relation to Countryside

Character Areas and Natural Arcas) demonstrates that landscape
character assessment is a useful tool which can help to:

BABERGH LOCAL PLAN ALTERATION NOQ 2 (2006)

Landscape Quality
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6.17

. identify and understand what environmental features are present
in a locality;

*  monitor change in the environment;

*  understand a location's sensitivity to development and change;
and

. inform the nature and conditions for any development change.

The District Council has produced a Babergh Countryside Strategy
and is finalising a Landscape Character Assessment and Action
Programme for the Babergh District. These will be adopted as
Supplementary Planning Documents and will be used to help assess
development proposals in terms of their effect on landscape character.

CRO1 The landscape quality and character of the
countryside will be protected by restricting
development to that which is essential for the
efficient operation of agriculture, forestry and
horticulture and for appropriate cutdoor recreation.
in particular, development such as filling stations,
hotels, indoor sports facilities, catering
establishments, garden centres and sales areas will
not be permitted in the countryside. Where
development is allowed in the countryside it must :

*  be of a scale compatible with its surroundings
and have due regard to the landscape
characteristics and cultural heritage of the
locality;

« be sensitively designed with high standards of
landscaping, layout and careful choice of
materials to minimise impact;

*» consider measures that will maximise the
potential for wildlife on the site and adjacent
areas;

* not introduce a proliferation of buildings and
structures; and

= bewell related to the highway network, inciuding
where possible, pedestrian links, cycle routes
and public transport, and be acceptable in terms
of road safety.

BABERGH LOCAL PLAN ALTERATION NO 2 (2006)




6. 18

6.19

BABERGH LOGAL PLAN ALTERATION NO 2 (2008)

Parts of the Dedham Vale and the Suffolk Coast and Heaths Areas of
Cutstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) lie in the Babergh District. These
designations indicate national recognition of the landscape quality on a
par with National Parks. Protection of these designated landscapes
will be of prime importance. Local authorities have a statutory duty
under the Countryside and Rights of Way (CROW) Act 2000, when
carrying out their lunction in relation to, or so as to affect, land in an
AONB to have regard to the purpose of conserving and enhancing the
natural beauty of the AONB. The CROW Act also places a duty on
local authorities, acting jointly with other authorities where appropriate,
to prepare and publish a plan which formulates their policy for the
management of the AONB and for the carrying out of their function in
relation to it. This task has been undertaken by the relevant Partnerships
to produce the Dedham Vale and Stour Valley, and Suffolk Coast and
Heaths Management Strategies respectively. In implementing the
policies of the Local Plan, the Council will also seek to implement
relevant parts of the Dedham Vale and Stour Valley, and the Suffolk
Coast and Heaths Management Strategies and Action Plans and will
resist development that would conflict with these aims and objectives.

CR0O2 The landscape of the Dedham Vale and the Suffolk
Coast and Heaths Areas of Outstanding Natural
Beauty will be safequarded through the strict control
of development. Unless there is an overriding
nationa! need for development having a significant
impact in the particular location and no alternative
site is available, such developments will not be
allowed. Due regard will be given to the provisions
contained within the Dedham Vale and Stour Valley,
and the Suffolk Coast and Heaths Management
Strategies.

"The provision of public utility services may necessitate the construction
of buildings and other installations, often of a large scale such as grid
lines and water towers. If it is necessary to site these in Areas of
Outstanding Natural Beauty, care should be taken to minimise their
impact,

Areas of

QOutstanding Natural

Beauty
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Special Landscape
Areas
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6.20

6.21

6.22

6.23

Many statutory undertakers and utility providers enjoy permitted
development rights, which means that certain types of development
required in connection with the particular utility may be crected
without the need for a specific planning permission. This may include,
for example, certain types of telecommunications developments (see
Chapter 2). Where they may have 2 significant adverse impact on an
Area of Qutstanding Natural Beauty the District Council will consider
whether such permitted development rights should be withdrawn,
either by the use of conditions attached to planning permissions, or
serving an Article 4 Direction under the Town and Country Planning
(General Permitted Development) Order 1995 (as amended),. The
needs and statutory responsibilities of the utility provider will be taken
into account.

CRO3 In considering proposals by statutory undertakers
and utility providers for buildings and installations in
Areas of Qutstanding Natural Beauty, particular
attention will be paid to siting, design and
landscaping. Major utilities and overhead power lines
will be discouraged in Areas of Qutstanding Natural
Beauty.

in the Babergh District there are other areas with particular landscape
qualities which alse require special consideration, and these are defined
as Special Landscape Areas. Until recently, these Special Landscape
Areas were defined through the Suffolk Structure Plan. However, the
Suffolk Structure Plan 2001 makes it clear that these are now to be
defined through local plans. The Babergh Local Plan will therefore
provide the policy basis for the protection of Special Landscape Areas.

Protection of the Special Landscape Areas will continue to be of great
importance. Similar consideration is needed as in AONBs for
development by statutory undertakers and utility providers. The
boundaries of the Special Landscape Areas in the Babergh District tend
to relate to river valleys and have been drawn to follow physical features
on the ground, e.g roads, hedgerows etc,

New Special Landscape Areas at Dodnash and in the Gipping Valley,
around Sproughton and Burstall, have been defined, as has an extension
to the Stour Valley Special Landscape Area in Great Cornard. The
Babergh District Landscape Character Assessment and Action
Programme will be used to help determine whether or not planning
permission should be granted for development in the Special Landscape
Areas, Where development is permitted, the provisions of Policy CRO1
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CR0O4 Development proposals in Special Landscape Areas
will only be permitted where they:

* maintain or enhance the special landscape
qualities of the area, identified in the relevant
fandscape appraisal; and

* are designed and sited so as to harmonise with
the landscape setting.

6.24  The f'ol]owing locations are defined as Special Landscape Areas:

-

the Stour Valley from Long Melford to the Dedbam Vale Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty;

an area south of Bury St Edmunds;

the valleys of the rivers Glem, Box, Brett and Chad Brook;

the Dodnash area;

parts of the Gipping Valley and areas to the west of it; and

the historic parklands of Melford Hall, Kentwell Hall and the
former Tendring Hall.

CRO5 In considering proposals by statutory undertakers
and utility providers for buildings and other
installations in Special Landscape Areas, particular
regard will be paid to siting, design and landscaping.
Major utilities and power lines will be permitted only
where it can be demonstrated that they do not have
a significant detrimental effect on the landscape
characteristics of the Special Landscape Area.

6.25  The landscape can be spoilt by the quality and quantity of signs and Slg ns and
advertisements, particularly those which are illuminated. This is  Advertisements
considered in Chapter 2 (Policy EN23 refers). However, signs are also
found outside the built-up areas of towns and villages, particularly those
giving advance directions to business premises. Such signs require careful

control to avoid damaging the landscape and character of rural areas.

CRO6 ‘Where express consent is required for the display
of advertisements, consent will not be granted for
signs and advertisements which, by reason of their
number, siting, appearance or illumination would be
to the detriment of the landscape, or are likely to be
a distraction to motorists.
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Mineral Extraction

Trees, Woodlands
and Hedgerows
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6.26

6.27

6.28

6.29

6.30

Policies relating to the extraction of minerals are contained in the Suffolk
Structure Plan 2001 and the Suffolk Minerals Local Plan 1999, Suffolk
County Council is the Local Planning Authority in respect of
determining such planning applications and is currently reviewing the
Plan through preparation of the Minerals and Waste Development
Framework.

Trees, woodlands and hedgerows are particularly important teatures
in the open countryside and form an essential component of most
landscapes. Trees can also add to the quality of the built environment of
towns and villages. Their retention and management can often be secured
by way of formal and informal management agreements or, if
appropriate, by conditions attached to planning permissions. The District
Council has the power to make Tree Preservation Orders on woodlands,
areas or groups of trees or individual specimens, which are a significant
part of the landscape or are of intrinsic value.

The District Council will make a'lree Preservation Order where trees
which contribute to the amenity of an area may be under threat. This
rnay arige from:

. spedific development proposals;

*  asite being allocated for development in the Local Plan; or

. actions of owners who want to increase operational efficiency on
a site, fear damage to their property, or regard the wrees as a
nuisance.

Tree Preservation Orders will be made where an important tree or
trees are threatened by proposed development, or by the actions of
landowners. Where a site is allocated for development in the Local
Plan, or is the subject of a planning application, and has an important
tree or trees which should be protected, a Tree Preservation Order

will be made.

Most established woodlands in the Babergh District are already
protected by Tree Preservation Orders, or under the Forestry Acts.
Usually the District Council does not need to take action to protect
woodlands that are not already protected by Tree Preservation Orders,
given the strict controls exercised by the Forestry Commission.
However, circumstances may arise where a'Tree Preservation Qrder
is the appropriate way to protect threatened woodland.
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6.31

6.32

6.33

6,34

6.35.

The District Council will also consider the tmpact of development on
the setting of a woodland, where its value as a landscape feature or as a
wildlife habitat could be compromised by allowing development to
take place nearby. In the case of ancient semi- natural woodlands, the
District Council is obliged to consult the Forestry Commission if a
proposal alfects a woodland site, cither directly or within 500 metres

of the woodland boundary.

Woodlands will be protected and their good management encouraged.
This can include the use of Tree Preservation Orders, legal agreements
associated with granting planning permission, or consultation with the
Forestry Commission,

An important issue in the protection of the Babergh countryside is to
ensure that new planting and landscaping schemes, which arise as a
result of development being granted planning permission, pay
appropriate regard to the location. In this context, the Babergh District
Landscape Character Assessment and Action Programme will advise
on the kind of landscaping that is likely to be most appropriate.
Particolar emphasis will be given to incorporating indigenous species
and discouraging the introduction of exotic trees and shrubs.

Planting new woodlands will continue to be encouraged where this
would benefit the landscape and wildlife. 'The Babergh Countryside
Strategy considers the more detailed means by which the District
Council can assist in the planting of new woodlands.

CRO7 If planning permission is granted for development in
the countryside, a high standard of landscaping will
be required. This must reflect the characteristics of
the locality; use indigenous species; and avoid exotic
trees or shrubs. Where possible, new planting must
link with existing features to provide wildlife
“corridors” and may aiso involve creating woodland
in appropriate circumstances.

The District Council fully supports schemes for tree planting except
those which:

* consist on the whole of non-indigenous species;

. take place on marginal land to the detriment of the landscape and
wildlife; or

*  donot accord with the Council’s Landscape Character Assessment
and Action Programme.

BABERGH LOCAL PLAN ALTERATION NO 2 {2006)
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6.36

6.38

6.39

Agriculture 6.40

6.41
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Much hedgerow cover has been lost in the Babergh District since the
end of the Second World War. Similar losses have occurred throughout
East Anglia, largely as a result of modern farming practices. The District
Council will use all its powers to try to stem the flow of hedgerow
removal, and to encourage the replanting of hedgerows where
appropriate.

Many hedgerows are ancient in origin and are species-rich. These are
identified in the Suffolk Biodiversity Action Plan 1998 as key habitats
for protection,

Hedgerows are often important features on development sites, and
their long-term retention is essential. This can be achieved in several
ways, such as making them conditions of planning permission; using a
Planning Obligation; or as part of an approved landscaping scheme.
However, for the retention of such hedgerows to be truly successful,
they need to be brought into public ownership. In such cases, the District
Council will seek to acquire the hedgerow, together with an appropriate
sum of money for its future maintenance. This would be pursued via a
Planning Obligation. It is essential that appropriate, permanent access
to both sides of the hedgerow is secured for maintenance purposes.

CRO8 Where development proposals affect hedgerows of
amenity or landscape significance, planning
permission will only be granted where:

* hedgerows are retained in full, or
+ suitable mitigation such as replacement planting
and management programmes are proposed.

Under the Hedgerow Regulations 1997 there is a general presumption
in favour of the retention of important hedgerows, unless assessment
of the proposal shows that its loss would be acceptable measured against
its importance.

Agriculture is still the predominant user of land in the Babergh District
and of major economic importance, Much of the land is of high
agricultural value, being Grades |, 2 and 3a. The need to minimise the
permanent loss of good quality agricultural land is recognised, as it is
for some farming enterprises to diversify.

Modern farming methods often require large, almost factory-like,
buildings. Such buildings can have a very significant impact on the
character of the landscape. The District Council does not wish to hinder
the development and expansion of the agricultural industry, but will
seek to balance the needs of agriculture against the need to protect the
environment.

BABERGH LOCAL PLAN ALTERATION NO 2 {2006}
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6.43

There has been a growing demand by farmers for agricultural reservoirs
and other winter water storage facilities, This demand will probably
result in an increase in the number of planning applications for such
developments, particularly in the light of apparent climate change.
Such developments usually amount to large engineering projects that
can have a significant adverse tnapact on the environment. The District
Council will generally sopport such development proposals, subject to
there being no material adverse environmental impacts. Proposals will
be judged in relation to the requirements of Policy CRO1, and any
adverse effect on the Stour and Orwell Estuaries Furopean Marine
Site, and against the following specific new policy.

CRO9 Proposals for agricultural reservoirs and/or winter
water storage facilities will be permitted where
proposals have no material adverse impacts on:

* landscape characteristics;

*  biodiversity;

*  culwural heritage;

*  public rights of way;

* floodplainr and associated flood storage;

*  the Stour and Orwell Estuaries European Marine
Site; and

* public safety.

Planning permission will be granted only if the
proposed development is considered to satisfy all
the above criteria. A high standard of landscaping,
both on and off site, that reflects the characteristics
of the locality; uses indigenous species; avoids exotic
trees and shrubs; and complies with the Babergh
District Landscape Character Assessment and Action
Programme will be required.

In relation to reservoirs having an effect on the character of the Stour
and Orwell Estuaries, the views of the Environment Agency and Natural
England will be sought. Projects that involve water abstraction such as
reservoir storage and irrigation may be subject, depending on the scale
of the project and the sensitivity of the environment affected, to the
convironmental assessment regu]ations for water management projects,
The Environment Agency and Natural England will be consulted on
the need for an Environmental Assessment. The development must
also be designed to maximise opportunities to create wildlife habitats.
I new habitats are created, measures will be put in place to ensure
suitable management in perpetuity.
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Agricultural Land to
Domestic Gardens
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6.44

6.45

6.46

Proposals to extend domestic gardens, by the change of use of areas of

adjoining agricultural land, have become increasingly common, While
the number of applications has grown, the areas of land involved have
also significantly increased in size. In considering such proposals
important aims are the need to retain the unigue character of the
Babergh countryside and to protect the Best and Most Versatile
Agricultural Land ie, Grades 1-3a, in the interests of sustainable
development and in preserving land for agricultural use through the
strict control of development. The impact of such a change is likely to
be unacceptable, in some instances, for example where it adversely
affects the landscape characteristics of the locality due to inappropriate
landscaping and/or the large- scale nature of the proposal. In such
instances, planning permission will be refused. The District Council
may permit proposals that might be considered excessive in scale if a
strong case is put forward. Proposals that incorporate sensitive
landscaping may also be acceptable. In appropriate circumstances
protection of the landscape can be achieved by removing permitted
development rights under Article 3, Schedule 2 of the Town and Country
Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1995 — as amended,
or any Order revoking or re-enacting that Order, thereby requiring a
further planning permission to erect outbuildings, fences, walls with

or without modifications, or other structures on the land.

In applying Policy CR10, the relationship of land to a defined Built Up
Area Boundary of aTown or Village will be taken into account. Proposals
that are clearly outside these boundaries and in the open countryside
are unacceptable in principle, unless the effect on landscape and Best
and Most Versatile Agricultural Land is negligible because the proposal
is small in scale, Cionversion of land incapable of current or future
agricultural use may be acceptable in principle, but not if it threatens
the viability of farm holdings.

The Babergh Landscape Character Assessment and Action Programme

will provide the detailed guidance for assessing the landscape impact of

such proposals. It will also help to secure high quality planting schemes,
taking into consideration the landscape characteristics of the locality. In
some cases, proposals to extend domestic curtilages may provide the
opportunity to enable improvements to rural locations, through the
use of appropriate landscaping,

CR10 Proposals for change of use from agricultural land to
domestic gardens will not be permitted where:

* the scale of the proposal would have an adverse
impact on the landscape characteristics and
biodiversity of the locality;
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* it would result in the loss of Best and Most
Versatile Agricultural Land;

+  the site intrudes into the open countryside; and

* jt threatens the viability of farm holdings due to
the breaking up of agricultural iand.

Where permission is granted, the proposed
landscaping and boundary treatment must achieve a
rural rather than suburban character.

The District Council intends to protect the Best and Most Versatile

Agricultural Land from development.

CRI11

Development of greenfield land, including Best and
Most Versatile Agricultural Land will only be
permitted where opportunities have been assessed
for accommodating development on previously
developed sites orwithin existing urban boundaries.
Where development of agricultural land is
unavoidable, development shouid seek to use areas
of poorer quality except where other sustainability
considerations suggest otherwise,

Although Structure and Local Plan policies generally resist new dwellings
in the countryside, the District Council acknowledges that there may
be instances where agricultural workers require accommodation close
to their enterprises for husbandry, sccurity and other reasons. If
applicants demonstrate 2 genuine overriding need for a new dwelling
in the countryside associated with their agricultural enterprise, the
District Council may grant planning permission. Since such an approach
is a departure from restrictive countryside policy, the planning
permission will be subject to a condition restricting occupation of the

dwelling.

CR12

In the countryside, dwellings for key agricultural
personnel will be permitted only if it can be
demonstrated that there is a proven essential and
immediate agricultural need for a dwelling to be built
on the holding.
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If it can be demonstrated that it is essential for an agricultural worker’s
dwelling to be located in the countryside, the dwelling must be sited
near existing farm buildings to minimise the impact on the landscape.,
If agricultural workers’ dwellings are permitted, the District Council
will reduce the standard time limit for the term of the permission and
an occupancy restriction condition will be imposed.

When considering applications for new dwellings associated with an
agricultural enterprise in the countryside, the following matters will
be taken into account:

¢ planning petmission will not be granted for a new dwelling outside
the defined built-up areas of settlements, except where an
overriding agricultural need is clearly proven to be essential
(rather than merely convenient) to the efficient operation of the
farming enterprise;

. the enterprise should be wholly able to support the occupant in
full-time work;

«  applications for such dwellings must be accompanied by a detailed
agricultural appraisal to justify the new dwelling;

*  planning permission will not be granted where dwellings associated
with the holding, but not subject to restriction, have been
separately sold off; and

. the scale of the proposed dwelling and the accommodation needs
of the agricultural worker who will occupy the dwelling,

All these factors are important when considering proposals for
agricultural dwellings since it is essential that all applications are
scrutinised thoroughly. The aim is to detect attempts to abuge the
congcession that the planning system makes for such dwellings. Thesc
factors follow the advice contained in PPS7, where the District Council
is advised to consider using functional and financial tests to assess
proposals for new agricultural dwellings.

Planning permission will only be granted for an agricultural dwelling
in the countryside as an exception to adopted Settlement Planning Policy,
and where it has been clearly demonstrated that there is an overriding
agricultural need for the dwelling on that holding, It follows, therefore,
that an agricultural occupancy condition will only be discharged where
it has been clearly demonstrated, to the District Council’s satisfaction,
that there is no longer a need for an agricultural dwelling on the holding;
nor that there is any demand locally by others who could satisfy the
agricultural occupancy condition.
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CR13 If an applicant seeks to remove the agriculturai
occupancy restrictions imposed by a condition of
planning permission, the following provisions will
apply:

a) The application must be accompanied by a full
statement of the circumstances that have given
rise to the application, including:

+ the change in the nature of the holding since
the original grant of planning permission which,
for cne reason or another, means that the
dwelling is no longer required for an
agricultural worker;

s aviderice that the dwelling is not required by
anyone else In the locality who could satisfy
the requirements of the agricultural occupancy
condition; and

e avidence that long-term needs do not exist,
on the agricultural holding or in the locality,
which warrant the retention of the dwelling
for the purposes for which it was originally
granted planning permission.

b) The dwelling that is the subject of the application
must have been offered for sale on the open
market for at least six manths at a price that
reflects the agricultural occupancy condition and
the limited market.

The statement must also detail the steps that have
been taken to sell the dwelling, (advertising erc.). In
addition there must be a statement signed by a
gualified valuer that the asking price reflects the
effect of the condition, and the price that would have
been asked if the requirements of the condition had
not been applied. The asking price must alsc be
verified by an independent valuer,

6.53  Houseboats, like permanent dwellings, require services (electricity,
water, drainage); because of their isolated location, these services can
be difficult or expensive to provide. Houseboats, if not well maintained,
can be unattractive intrusions into the countryside, as can the associated
land-based developments, such as car parking, Allowing one houseboat
could lead to the mooring of others adjacent to it.

CR14 Planning permission will not be granted for
houseboats or vessels converted for residential use
on estuarial or inland waters.
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There are a number of occupied vessels moored off Pin Mill Cliff,
some of which have become lawful as a result of acquiring established
use rights through the passage of time.

The mnooring of traditional vessels at Pin Mill is part of the character
and heritage of the area. It is considered that the numbers and type of
vessels need to be controlled, given the location in the Suffolk Coast
and Heaths Area of Qutstanding Natura] Beauty and the pressure on
shore based facilities.

CRi5 An area for the mooring of houseboats is shown on
the Proposals Map at Pin Mill. OQutside this area, the
mooring of houseboats will not be permitted.
Planning permission will only be granted for a
houseboat at Pin Mill if it meets the following criteria:

s it lies within the area defined on the Proposals
Map;

* the total number of houseboats within the area
does not rise above 28;

* the houseboat appearance is that of a traditionai
form of vessel in terms of both the hull and
superstructure;

* the vessel is completely riverworthy (capable of
floating and being moved) and restored to a high
standard complementary to the location within
the Suffolk Coast and Heaths Area of Qutstanding
Natural Beauty;

* jtis between approximately 6 and 36 metres (20
and 120 feet) in length; and

* access to it is gained by a jetty and the
houseboat to be secured to the jetty or a
mooring post,

In relation to the form of vessels it is considered that traditional types
with a distinctive character, such as barges and lighters are acceptable.
Vessels formed of pontoons, white fibreglass hulled yachts and
catamarans are not part of this traditional character and will be refused
planning permission. The superstructure to vessels should also have a
nautical character i.e. features such as shape, massing and detailing
which would be recognisable as a feature of a boat rather than a
terrestrial residential property and be in proportion with the hull
supporting them. Materials should be predominantly wood and/or steel,
Portacabins, mobile homes or caravans and structures which resemble
these types of accommodation will not be acceptable. In order to retain
planning control over the appearance of houseboats for which planning
permission is granted permitted development rights will be removed.

BABERGH LOCAL PLAN ALTERATION NO 2 (2006)




6.57

6.58

6.59

The land-based developments associated with houseboats at Pin Mill
also need to be carefully controlled to ensure that they do not have a
material adverse impact on this sensitive environment.

CR16 Planning permission for a new or replacement jetty
to serve boats in the area identified for houseboats
at Pin Mill, will be granted if:

* the total number of jettles serving the area does
not exceed 17;

* jtis mainly constructed from wood;

* itis no greater in size than is sufficient to gain
safe access to the houseboats; and

* any securlty measure ¢ prevent unauthorised
access to the jetty is in the form of a simple gate
matching the jetty construction.

Planning permission for storage buildings on jetties
at Pin Mill will be granted, so long as they are:

* amaximum of 2.5 metres in height;

* amaximum of 5.5 cubic metres in volume;
»  mainly of wooden construction; and

*  in keeping with their surroundings.

Planning permission will not be granted for any
structures on land adjacent to the area identified for
houseboats at Pin Mill, except in the case of
proposals necessary for delivering utility services or
to act as mooring posts.

For several years there have been significant changes in agriculture
and other rural-based employment. National and international
agricultural policy is also having repercussions on the use of agricultural
land. The Government recogmises that there is a need to foster the
diversification of the rural economy so as to widen and vary employment
opportunities, Clear advice on this aspect is set out in PPS§7. In addition,
Regional Planning Guidance for East Anglia (RPG6) seeks to promote
farm diversification that ig appropriate to the environmental and
ecological setting, in particular, uses that support the local economy
through increased employment. This policy guidance will be replaced
by the Regional Spatial Strategy: The East of England Plan,

Scale will always be a most important consideration in terms of impact
on the landscape, on residential amenity and on traffic generation.
Residential use of agricultural land and buildings will be considered
against the Settlement Policy (Chapter 3) and policies later in this
chapter.
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Diversification which still relates to agriculture, e.g organic produce,
rare breeds, ‘pick-your-own’, etc., unless substantial new buildings are
constructed, does not usually require planning permission and,
therefore, is not subject to specific policies in this Plan.

Other activities which involve a material change of use of land and
buildings will require planning permission. Where this is the case, most
proposals will be considered against Policies CR17 and CR18, where
building conversion is proposed. Potential applicants are also referred
to Policy SP0O5 in Chapter 5: Shopping, which deals specifically with
diversification proposals that scek to establish a farm shop. Policy SPO5
has a different purpose from Policy CR17, as it deals with other issues
of a more direct shopping nature. However, these both relate to farm

shop proposals.

CR17 Farm diversification will be permitted where it:

« facilitates economic activity that retains existing
or provides additional jobs;

« has no detrimental effect on landscape
characteristics, biodiversity or cultural heritage;

¢« does not involve the loss of Best and Most
Versatile Agricultural Land unless it can be
demonstrated that there is no other site suitable
forthe particular purpose; and

* has no adverse impact on residential amenity or
the highway network.

The Babergh Local Plan Alteration No. 1 contained four separate policies
about the conversion of under-used buildings in the countryside. The
District Council has concluded that those policies were over-complicated
and open to misinterpretation, given the linkages between them. This
Plan secks to simplify those policies by making them more {lexible and
more easily understood.

Many of the traditional farm buildings in the Babergh District make a
significant and positive contribution to the character of the landscape
and their retention should, therefore, be supported. However, sach
buildings are often no longer suitable for agricultural use and their
future survival is at risk, unless appropriate alternative uses can be
found for them.
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The diversification of farm enterprises can provide an important
alternative source of income and much needed additional employment
opportunities in areaz where jobs are scarce. There is an economic
argument for retaining and re-using traditional rural buildings. In
addition, it can help to protect the landscape quality and character of
rural areas by retaining traditional buildings and minimising the need
for the new buildings.

CR18 Proposals for converting barns, or other redundant
or under-used buildings in the countryside, to
industrial, business, community or recreational uses,
will be permitted providing the following criteria are
not adversely affected:

* landscape characteristics and biodiversity;

*  cultural heritage;

*  highway safety;

+ residential amenity;

+ the location of the building relative to public
transport infrastructure, urban centres and

whether the use represents sustainable
development;

= whether conversion can take place without
significant rebuilding;

+  whether the building is at risk of flooding;

* the availability of a connection to a suitable
drainage system; and

* the presence of protected species, particularly
bats or barn owls.

Depending on the condition or the architectural or historic quality of
the building, a full structural survey of the building, or full details of
the conversion if the application is submitted in outline form may be
required. All proposals relating to the conversion of barns and other
redundant or underused buildings in the countryside must be
accompanied by the results of a detailed survey of the building(s) to
determine whether protected species (particularly bats or barn owls)
are present. Precise measures to mitigate the effect of the proposals
on any protected species must accompany the development proposals.
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To promote sustainable patterns of development, and protect the
landscape characteristics and environment of the rural areas, the District
Council will continue to regard the conversion of underused buildings
in the countryside to residential and tourist/holiday accommodation as
the least preferred option. Such residential conversions will only be
acceptable if the District Council considers it essential thar the building
concerned should be retained, because of its intrinsic quality and/or
the contribution that it makes to the landscape characteristics of the
area; and if it can be effectively demonstrated that the building has no
current or future potential for some other, non-residential use, If
necessary, Permitted Development Rights will be withdrawn in respect
of land in respect of the converted buildings themselves and any land
surrounding,

The District Council will require full supporting evidence that the
buﬂding is not (:m:n.n:u:r(:iallj.r viable for either a business, community
or leisure use. This evidence could consist of:

*  a comprehensive and sustained marketing campaign (agreed in
advance by the District Council) offering the building for either
business; community or leisure uses, using an agreed valuation
for the premises;

. the marketing campaign has run for a period of at least 12 months
before the planning application has been submitted; and

*  the building has been offered for sale or rent locally in appropriate
publications which have been agreed in advance by the District
Council.

Where a community use is being marketed, this will require a response
from the immediate and surrounding Parish Councils, Where there
are found to be shortcomings with the applicant’s compliance with the
above process, the District Council will request that any of the identified
deficiencies with the marketing process be rectified, which could entail
undertaking the entire marketing process all over again, to ensure
consistency of market information,

CR19 Proposals for the conversion of barns or other
redundant or under-used buildings in the countryside
into dwellings or holiday accommodation will only
be permitted if:

* it can be demonstrated that the alternative uses
for business, community and leisure uses have
been thoroughly explored* and can be
discounted;
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* the building’s location makes it unsuitable for
conversion to other uses;

* the building is of architectural or historic merit
and is capabie of conversion without significant
rebuilding or extension;

*  the method of conversion retains the character
of the building and, In the case of barns, retains
the single open valume with minimal change;

* the scheme is acceptable in terms of highway
safety;

+  the building is not at risk of flooding;

» there is scope for connection o a suitable
drainage system; and

+ there is no material adverse impact on protected
species, particularly bats and barn owls.

*detailed requirements which may include marketing
are set out in paragraph 6.67 above,

The District Council currently employs an Economic and Community
Development Manager and in particular actively promotes available
sites and premises, encouraging new businesses to locate in the area.

The District Council will support proposals to establish low-key
employment activities in rural buildings, including farms. It has a scheme
to grant aid the conversion and occupation of such premises, to
encourage a greater provision of workspace.

The District Council will also seek to protect employment sites in
villages in order to safeguard the economic base of many communities,
and has already reserved sites for workshop-scale industries in a number
of key villages in the district.

The District Council works closely with the Suffolk Learning and Skills
Council, Business Link, and the local Enterprise Agencies (which the
Council also sponsors) and gives free, confidential and professional advice
10 new and expanding businesses.

The Settlement Policy (see Chapter 3) allows opportunities for minor
new housing growth in settlements, mostly in the form of infilling, but
occasionally small groups. Other agencies are active in the provision of
housing for local needs and these are generally supported.

Exceptions to planning policy may be allowed where new dwellings
will meet a specified local need.

Economic
Development

Housing
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By secking to ensure a variety of house sizes and types, the District
Council can try to provide local people with a choice.

Where resources permit the District Council will consider partnership
schemes with the private sector whereby.some applicants on the
District Council’s housing waiting list have the opportunity to purchase
the low-cost dwellings which are constructed.

The District Council will also continue to construct dwellings where
finance and land is available. These will generally be to meet the needs
of the elderly.

The District Council aims to develop the tourist potential of the area
in order to help regenerate local economies (see Chapter 8). Tourism
can create jobs and can also help preserve redundant buildings.

The District Council also encourages joint provision and use of facilities
for leisure purposes.

The implementation of enhancement schemes in settlements can also
improve the environment aesthetically and promote tourism further.

Through a number of countryside management initiatives the District
Council is providing greater opportunities for access to, and enjoyment
of, the countryside.

The District Council currently participates in the Soffolk Coast and
Heaths, the Dedham Vale AONB and Stour Valley, and the Greenways
countryside management projects. Elsewhere, the District Council also
initiates countryside improvements and can give advice and, in some
instances, financial help.

The recent steady fall in rural employment opportunities and the
increase in car ownership have contributed to the marked decline in
local services and facilities in rural communities.

Each facility lost in a village makes the situation worse, resulting in
more people needing to travel further to schools, shops, entertainment
etc. The District Council recognises the difficulties and hardship that
the loss of a local post office or village store can cause, particularly for
the 30% or so of the population who do not own a car, or do not have
access to one during the day.

In response, the District Council has taken a number of steps to help
redress the balance and protect local services. These include:

. providing business rate relief to sole shops in villages;
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. operating a village shop development scheme, which offers grants
to improve shop facilities; and
. providing grant aid to redevelop or improve existing village halls.

The District Council is committed, through the use of its planning
powers, to resist the loss of shops and public houses to other uses,
unless a compelling case can be clearly demonstrated. Where it lies
within its powers, the Council will seek to retain vital village facilities.
These may include schools, post offices, public houses and doctors’
surgeries together with a broad range of otber vital retail, community
and recreational uses.

CR20 Planning permission for a change of use that would
result in the loss of a village facility would only be
given where It is shown that the facility is no longer
needed by the local community, or is no longer
commercially viable.

If applications for a change of use of existing community facilities are
received, evidence will be required that:

*  a comprehensive and sustained marketing campaign (agreed in
advance) offering the {acility for sale as a going concern, has been
undertaken, using an agreed valuation of the premises;

. the marketing campaign has run for a period of at least 12 months
before the planning application is submitted;

*  if marketing has been based wholly or partially on an alternatve
community or employment use, there has been prior discussion
on the principle of the proposal; and

. the facility has been offered for sale locally, and in the region, in
appropriate publications.

Supporting evidence will consist of a response from the immediate
and surrounding parish and coramunity councils, Suffolk Acre and local
residents. Financial viability will need to be of a standard acceptable to
the District Council.

Often the closure of public houses in rural areas generates much local
resentment. Public houses perform a useful social role in rural
communities, and can also be a source of local employment. Frequently,
they occupy historic buildings and make a significant contribution to
the character of the locality. Where permission for change of use for a
public house is granted, encouragement will be given to the premises
remaining in some form of community or employment use.
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The quality of life in villages greatly depends on meeting residents’

social, cultural and recreational needs, The District Council shares the
Government’s view stated in PPS7 and in the White Paper Rural
England — A Nation Committed to a Living Countryside that village
gervices and facilities perform an important function in rural
communities. The District Council will therefore support proposals to
improve the quality of life in rural areas, subject to there being no
material adverse impact on the environment. These can include new

car parks, creating open space, and providing a recycling centre.

CR21 Proposals to provide new facilities in villages will be
supported where they improve the quality of life for
the local community and where they do not [ead to
any material adverse impact on the environment and
residential amenity.

In response to the publication of the Babergh Local Plan Alteration No.
2 Issues Report, representations were received about two separate
areas of land at Belstead. Taken together, these oifer an opportunity to
secure landscape, biodiversity and public access benefits in return for
two small groups of enabling development. There is an opportunity to
secure a large area of land in perpetuity for the local community. The
closure of the existing poultry farm on part of the site will enable
environmental benefits to be obtained.

The District Council proposes to make the land covered by the
following policy a Local Nature Reserve, which will be conveved to an
appropriate organisation (such as the Greenways Countryside Project
or RSPB), for appropriate long-term management. Although at one
time in arable cultivation the land is a good example of lowland
heathland, which is an important habitat and landscape feature.
Designation of the land as a Local Nature Reserve will complement
the adjoining farmland’s entry into an agricultural environment scheme.
This farmland, which is owned by Ipswich Borough Council, is managed

with wildlife in mind and provides tor public access throughout.

CR22 Approximately 11.2 hectares of land at Mill Farm and
Grove Hill, Belstead, are allocated for a Local Nature
Reserve. Provision will need to be made for:

* the retention of all perimeter hedgerows and
trees;

* encouragement of biodiversity, and in particular,
heathland management;
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= creating public open space or children’s play area;

+ safeguarding the existing Public Rights of Way
and creating permissive footpaths;

*  creating a small car park, for users of the Local
Nature Reserve, with access off Grove Hill; and

* managing the Local Nature Reserve by an
appropriate organisation, including a programme
of work to enhance biodiversity.

A Planning Obligation will be sought to ensure that
the above criteria are met and the transfer of the
land and commuted sums, if appropriate, are achieved.

It is inevitable that decisions on the viability of village shops will have
to be left to the market. People tend to go to larger shops and
supermarkets in towns where, overall prices are usually lower and
choice is greater. The decline in shopping provision in small communities
is, therefore, liable to continue,

CR23 Where there are no detrimental effects on the
environment, residential amenity or road safety,
proposais for mobile or temporary shopping
accommodation will be granted planning permission.

The District Council will also investigate how it can help the small
retail outlet particularly where it is the only one in the community.

The District Council would like public services in villages to be
maintained at an adequate level.

The District Council will liase continually with the Education Authority
to ensure Education Plans are drawn. up in the light of the Local Plan
and its objectives, Where village schools have to be closed, the District
Council will encourage the use of the building(s) for community
purposes where needed.

The Post Office will be encouraged to adopt a sympathetic and flexible
attitude in assessing the viability of village post offices.

The District Council will continue to be involved in the decision-making
process in relation to the future of schools, bus services, post offices
and surgeries, This is particularly important where the interests of
sustainable communities are to be protected.
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CR24 Where village schools have to be closed, the use of
the building(s) for community purposes in the first
instance will be supported.

CR25 Sites reserved for the purposes of constructing
schools and notified as such by the County Council
will be protected from other development.

The District Council supports any initiatives aimed at providing
alternative transport schemes to supplement conventional services.

The District Council participates in a C:i)‘untthide concessionary fare
scheme for the elderly and disabled.
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383  Carsons Drive, Great Cornard

H517

Approximately 4 4heciares of land east of Carsons
Dirive, Great Cornard 1o be allocated forabout Y70
dwelings. Proposals for the deveiopment will be
required o provide for

o wooddland pianting along the ridgeiine and
general ecological enhancement together with
its Future management;

«  pubiic open space and its future Hanagement;

» deletion of the proposed expansion of the
Special Landscape Arez designation for the
housing site;

» archaeolngical investigation;

« highway improvetnents inciading provision of a
footpath; and

s adequate and appropriate sewage ireatment

Note:

satisfacrory detailed proposals for transport
measures 1o serve this site wiil need 1o be agreed
before any deveiopmeni scheme is implemented.
Therefore, planning permission will not be granted
until these matters are rescived. The transpost
proposais should be based on sustainabie
daveiopment principies and adequate for the detatied
residential scheme. Accordingly, road widening of
the C732, throughout its length, will not be
considered acceptable. Consegquently, it 15 possibie
that the development of this site might not come
forward in the eariiest part of the Local Plan’s lifespan.
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